General Tips for the exam

1) Reading Aloud : 12 marks
2) Picture Discussion : 12 marks
3) Conversation : 16 marks

You will be given 10 minutes for the silent reading. All 3 parts are interlinked
by a common theme. Please read quietly on your own. Try to enunciate the
difficult words.~Spend 5 minutes practising. Then for the next 5 minutes study
the Picture Discussion section. Try to link what you have read to the
photograph. You may use some of the vocabulary words in the reading
passage to describe the photograph. The theme is the same throughout the 3
components of the paper. In the conversation component, you can probably
use ideas acquired from the reading passage or the picture.

1) Reading Aloud

s Be guided by the punctuation marks. Short pause for commas and
longer pause for full-stop.

e When you see a ? mark, please raise the pitch. Capital letters as in
“HEY!” please raise your voice loudly or emphasise the word. Vary
your pitch and tone.

s Put feeling and expression in your reading. Take note of the vocal
words like “shouted” “muttered” “angrily” “quietly”. These will show
you how to read a dialogue.

« Do not rush. Pace yourself. Fluency and good pace, appropriate
rhythm and stress.

e Remember to pronounce the last consonant (the ending of each
word).

e Pronounce the vowels clearly.

e Clear articulation

2) Picture Discussion

e You are require to interpret the picture with detailed
observations. You need to use a wide range of vocabulary.
Coherent interpretation is very important. You must explain
using a logical assumption what you see. For every statement
you make, explain by giving examples, reasons or
elaborating.

e You may speculate on what may happen later.
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Picture Discussion :

o Always focus on the following :

o 1) What is happening in the picture? (Main Action)

e 2) Who is/are involved? (Participants) How are they related
to each other?

3) What could they be saying to each other?

4) Where is the setting? (Location)

5) What is the weather like? (Weather)

6) How are they feeling? (Feeling)

7) What are they thinking? (Thinking)

8) What has happened before/ what will happen next?

(Order of action)

e 9) Why was the photograph taken? Significance of
photograph (Reason/Significance)

o 10) Why are they doing something? Comment on the likely
result.
11) Remember to use technical words : tambourines, wheel-
chair, hair-dryer, visors, spectators’ stand...

Ways to start :

Setting :

This picture depicts/shows a ...scene. This looks like a family
reunion dinner at a restaurant...

it portrays a typical market scene...

This picture captures what one would see at a market...

This is a snapshot of some men at work...

This is a candid shot of a group of students playing football...
This photograph is taken at a concert...

| think this is a scene at the National Stadium...

| think this photograph was taken at a public rally...

This is a scene outside the National Museum...

People are lining/queuing up to buy tickets for a show...

There are (how many people present) people at the National
Museum... They are all attired in ...(casual clothes/T-shirts/
casual wear/comfortable clothing) because (give your
reason) they are taking part in an outdoor activity and being clad in
casual clothes would enable them to feel more comfortable.

Dressing :

Casually dressed/smartly dressed/sloppy/plainly dressed/richly
attired/elegant in evening finery...

Long sleeved shirts and well-pressed trousers/Tee shirt and
shorts/Polo neck tee/ Blouse/dress in floral print/Dress/suit with
traditional accents...
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